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In the Name of  the Master offers congregations a thematic approach for 
communicating the stories of  Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  To make the 
worship theme visible and to reinforce the message, each candle of  an Advent 
wreath is assigned a phrase that also serves as the focus for the Words of  
Preparation and for a Children’s Message.  These include:
  
 First Sunday in Advent 
  A Masterpiece Bears the Name of  Its Creator

 Second Sunday in Advent
  Isaiah Foretells Everlasting Love

 Third Sunday in Advent
  Mary and Joseph Accept Jesus, the Savior  

 Fourth Sunday in Advent
  The Angel Proclaims Christ, the Lord
  
 Christmas Eve or Christmas Day
  God’s Son Names Us as His Own
  
 Epiphany Sunday
  Wise Men Honor the King of  Kings

Through their participation during the seasons of  Advent, Christmas, and 
Epiphany, In the Name of  the Master will challenge people of  all ages to use a 
Della Robbia Wreath to explore the meanings of  the many names of  God’s 
Masterpiece, Jesus.

Introduction
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Overview

In the Name of  the Master may serve as the focus for a wide variety of  seasonal worship 
experiences designed to make the story of  faith visual and concrete.  These include:  
decorating worship centers, lighting Advent candles, providing special holiday services, 
reading Scripture passages, sharing children’s messages, singing carols and songs, and 
providing visuals. 

In order to use the thematic approach offered by In the Name of  the Master, the person or 
committee coordinating the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany programming must adapt the 
elements provided to best fit the individual congregation’s needs.  Any or all of  the following 
components may be used to enhance the preparation for and the celebration of  the birth of  Christ.

Components

Advent Candles

Various traditions abound regarding colors and displays of  Advent candles.  Candles for the 
first four Sundays in Advent should be purple, denoting penitence, or blue, symbolizing hope.  
Often the third candle is pink to represent joy.  The Christ Candle, lit on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day, must be white.  On the Sunday after Christmas and on Epiphany Sunday the 
Christ candle may be relit.

Candles may be arranged in a circle as in a wreath with the Christ Candle in the center.  Or, 
candles may be arranged in a row with two candles on either side of  the white Christ Candle.  
Another alternative would be to arrange varying heights of  candlesticks on the altar table or 
worship center with the Christ Candle being the highest.

Candles may be lit at any appropriate time in the worship service.  If  the ritual is part of  the 
children’s message, the candles should be lit as part of  the story.  It would also be suitable to 
light the candle after the Words of  Preparation.  The previous week’s candles may be lit at the 
beginning of  the service, prior to the “Words of  Preparation,” or as each candle is reviewed 
in the children’s message.

Altar or Worship Center Arrangement

A visual display should be created as a focal point for worship during Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany.  In addition to the candles and greenery, elements of  the Della Robbia 
Wreath that correspond to the teaching tools of  the Children’s Sermons could be added 
each Sunday making visible the worship theme and reinforcing the message.  In the spirit 
of  the della Robbia family of  artists, a porcelain Nativity set would also be appropriate in 
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an arrangement.  Considerations must be given to the dimensions of  the sanctuary when 
determining size and placement of  the display.

Banners or Posters

In addition to constructing or enhancing an Advent Wreath to represent the Della Robbia 
variety, the six illustrations provided may be used to create banners or posters throughout the 
four weeks of  Advent, for Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and on Epiphany Sunday.  Each 
visual helps to reinforce the theme for that Sunday and serves as a reminder of  the elements 
of  the Della Robbia wreath and the connection to the names associated with Jesus.  These 
graphics may be duplicated as patterns to use to create fabric banners or reproduced as paper 
posters to display throughout the series.

Carols

Suggestions for carols are included to complement the theme and lesson for each worship 
experience.  The essence of  the week’s focus will be found in those lyrics.  It would be most 
appropriate to sing the carol after the Words of  Preparation or before or after the children’s 
message.  In addition to congregational singing, the music may be included as special choral 
numbers of  adult or children’s choirs, or as instrumental or vocal performances.

Children’s Messages

Six children’s messages are included, one for each Sunday of  Advent, one for the celebration 
of  Christ’s birth for use on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and one for an observance 
of  Epiphany.  The messages may be given as a part of  the morning worship service in 
connection with the lighting of  the candles, or may be used as a part of  Children’s Church. 

A teaching tool to share with the participants is part of  each message.  They include:

• First Sunday in Advent: Della Robbia Wreath
• Second Sunday in Advent: Circle of  Evergreen of  Della Robbia Wreath
• Third Sunday in Advent: Apple on Della Robbia Wreath
• Fourth Sunday in Advent: Cherries on Della Robbia Wreath
• Christmas Eve or Christmas Day: Grapes on Della Robbia Wreath
• Epiphany Sunday: Pomegranate on Della Robbia Wreath.

Additional information about Advent or a review of  the meaning of  each candle could be 
included depending on the needs of  individual congregations or upon time constraints.
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Illustrations

In the Name of  the Master contains illustrations of  the elements of  the Della Robbia Wreath 
used during the four weeks of  Advent, on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and for Epiphany 
Sunday.  These designs may be enlarged or reduced and reproduced for use as bulletin covers 
and clip art.

Scripture

Scripture lessons for the six messages of  Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany are taken from 
the New Testament and Gospel readings of  the New Revised Standard Version [NRSV] that 
correspond to the In the Name of  the Master theme.  Scripture passages correlate with, but are 
not based on, the Revised Common Lectionary for Years A, B, and C.

Sermon Ideas

Each theme may serve as a springboard for developing a message appropriate to the week’s In 
the Name of  the Master emphasis.

Words of  Preparation

Introducing the theme of  the week, the Words of  Preparation should occur early in the 
service as a prelude to lighting the Advent candles or as a lead into the children’s story.  
Words of  Preparation may be read by an individual or by a family.  

Supplies

To create the visual display, to light the candles, and to share the messages, the coordinator 
must assemble the following materials:

 • advent wreath or candle holders;
 • Bible;
 • candles:  4 purple or blue (or 3 and 1 pink); 1 white;
 • greenery;
 • items for worship center arrangement;
 • matches or tapers;
 • music for carols;
 • teaching tools for children’s messages.
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Advance Preparation

In order to prepare for the presentation of In the Name of  the Master:

 • construct an Advent Wreath in the Della Robbia style;
 • duplicate illustrations for banners, bulletin covers, clip art, or posters;
 • obtain items for the children’s messages;
 • practice music for selected songs;
 • prepare Worship Center display;
 • secure leadership for all components.

Leadership

Coordination of  In the Name of  the Master can be done by one person, or duties may be 
assigned to staff  such as Pastors, Christian Educators, and Music Directors, or to volunteers 
serving on Worship Committees or Seasonal Task Forces.

Whoever assumes responsibility must see that leadership is provided for:

 • coordinating decorations;
 • creating visual displays;
 • leading special worship services;
 • lighting candles;
 • reading Scripture;
 • selecting music;
 • sharing children’s messages.

Enhancements

In the Name of  the Master may be used as a simple theme for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, 
or may be used extensively to provide the framework for coordinating congregational life 
during these seasons.  The theme may be enhanced beyond worship applications to include 
education, outreach, and nurture opportunities.
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Children’s Messages

First Sunday in Advent
A Masterpiece Bears the Name of  Its Creator

Scripture
 Psalm 135:13
 “Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your renown, O Lord, throughout all ages.”

Theme
 A masterpiece carries the name of  its creator throughout time.

Symbol
 Della Robbia Wreath

Music
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Words of  Preparation
 Advent is a time of  patient waiting for the coming of  God’s Masterpiece, Jesus.  Thanks  
 be to God in whose Name we wait.  Today we celebrate God’s creative power that made  
 heaven and earth – and us.  With all of  creation, may we rejoice in the Name of  our Master.

Children’s Message

 [Hold up the Della Robbia wreath.]
 Can you recognize a masterpiece when you see one?  A masterpiece is an exceptional   
 work that shows the skill and talent of  the artist.  This wreath takes its name from a   
 master artist who decorated his paintings and his sculpture with porcelain fruit.  This kind  
 of  arrangement is called a “Della Robbia Wreath.”  The wreath is named for the famous  
 family of  artists in Italy who decorated their artwork with this unique design.

 [If  one is available, consider showing a postcard or a poster of  a Della Robbia    
 masterpiece encircled with fruit.]

Luca della Robbia and his nephew, Andrea, became so well known for their unique 
designs that now, even six hundred years later, any wreath containing fruit is called 
by their name:  a Della Robbia Wreath.  You see, a masterpiece carries the name of  
its creator through all time.  However, most people probably don’t know why they 
call wreaths with fruit by the name “Della Robbia.”  They don’t know what the Della 
Robbia name means.
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 During Advent, the four weeks in which we prepare for the arrival of  Jesus, as well as on  
 Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and at Epiphany, we are going to look at the  Della   
 Robbia wreath more closely.  We are going to explain the parts that go into making a   
 special wreath like this, like the evergreen circle and the different types of  fruit.    
 And while we examine the Masterpiece called a Della Robbia wreath, we will also   
 consider the importance of  God’s Masterpiece, Jesus.

 As we discover each layer of  meaning in the Della Robbia wreath, we will also explore  
 the Christmas story and the meanings we find in the many names of  Jesus.  Perhaps we  
 will even find a name for ourselves as we learn that God’s Masterpiece came to earth to  
 claim us for God.  The Bible says that God’s name endures forever.  Our job is to be sure  
 that we understand why God’s name is so special.  Then we can help others come to   
 know the name of  our Master, too.

Prayer
 Dear God, Thank You for creating Your Masterpiece, Jesus.  Help us remember to praise  
 Your name as we learn more about Him.  Amen.


